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(Continued from page 53.) 



During a session of the Assembly in March, 1660-1661, the 
expense of renting halls for holding its meetings and those of 
the court was urged as a cogent reason for acquiring a state 
house, and, with a view to making the necessary taxation for the 
purpose as light as possible, it was resolved to solicit subscrip- 
tions, f The governor, councillors, and burgesses headed the 
list of subscribers, donating considerable sums of money and 
tobacco, to be paid out of the next crop. After a lapse of over 
two years the matter was again brought up in the Assembly, or, 
September 16, 1663. % The question as then submitted was, 
' ' Since the charge the country is yearly at for houses for the quar- 
ter courts and assemblys to sit in would in two or 3 years defray the 
purchase of a state house. Whether it were not more profitable 
to purchase for that purpose then continue for ever at the ex- 
pence, accompanied with the dishonour of all our laws being 
made and our judgments given in alehouses." 

On the day following a committee of six burgesses was ap- 
pointed to confer with the governor about a state house. || 

* Copyright, 1903. by Samuel H. Yonge. 
t Hening's Statutes, Vol. II, p. 38. 
% Ibid, Vol. II, p. 104. 
|| Ibid, Vol.11, p. 205. 
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Under date of April 10, 1665, Thomas Ludwell, colonial sec- 
retary of state, wrote Lord Arlington that the rebuilding of the 
town in brick was sufficiently advanced to furnish the necessary 
buildings in which to transact the business of the colony. The 
buildings referred to by Ludwell were probably some of those 
erected in furtherance of the act of Assembly of December, 1662, 
for rebuilding the town with brick houses,* and it is probable 
that the meaning of the letter was that the state house building 
was completed. 

There does not appear to be extant any description of the 
third state house or any data of record definitely fixing its loca- 
tion. The following extract from a message addressed to the 
House by the governor during the session of the Assembly of 
1685 f shows that the third and fourth state house buildings oc- 
cupied the same site and probably were of the same shape and 
proportions: "'This day an addresse and some orders of yr. 
House have been presented to me & ye Council by some of yr. 
members, and doe much wonder, you should propose soe un- 
reasonably, as to desire our concurrence, in ye memorial [re- 
moval ?] of ye secretaries office, wch. ever since ye state House 
was first built, until burnt, has been continued in ye place you 
allot for an office for ye Clerk, soe that Mr. Secretary justly 
claims it by prescription, and you yrselves have soe consented 
and alsoe desired, that it be enlarged as by ye agreement made 
ye last Gen'l Assembly with Col. Ludwell." The spot, there- 
fore, is established where, in June, 1676, Bacon, at the head of 
his little army, demanded a commission to proceed against and 
chastise the Indians, and where the testy old governor, while 
baring his breast, reiterated the words, "here! shoot me, 'fore 
God, fair mark, shoot." 

After the burning of the third state house in September, 1676, 
it was proposed to rebuild at Tindall's Point,]; now known as 
Gloucester Point, on York river. "James Towne," however, 
was not yet to be abandoned, and in about eight years the re- 
building of the state house on the old site was begun. 



* Ibid, Vol. II, pp. 172, 173. 

t McDonald Papers. Vol, VII, pp. 379, 380. 

t Hening's Statutes, Vol. II, p. 405. 
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In the interim between the burning of the third state house 
and its rebuilding, the expedient of using taverns for holding 
the sessions of the Grand Assembly, as had been twice done 
when the colony had lost its capitol by fire, was again resorted 
to, allowances of tobacco being made to Mr. Henry Gauler for 
several meetings of the court and Assembly held at his tavern.* 
In the 1685 session of the General Assembly an agreement was 
entered into with Mr. William Sherwood for the use of ' ' his 
great Hall, and ye back room on ye same floor and ye cellar 
under ye said room," for courthouse purposes, during the en- 
suing year, including " fire, candle and attendance," at twenty- 
five pounds sterling per annum. f Sherwood's house was un- 
doubtedly on the site of the acre lot bought by him in 1681, on 
which stood the country house. 

The approximate site of the fourth state house is learned from 
the following quotation from a patent to William Sherwood, re- 
corded April 20, 1694:! "grant unto William Sherwood of 
James City Gent, 308 acres of land Scituate lying and being in 
James City and James City Island, beginning on James River at 
the head of Pitch and tarr swamp next above the state house 
and running along the North side thereof" [branch of swamp]. 
A study of the above patent leaves no room for doubting that 
the branch of swamp referred to was the upper branch, from 
which it follows that the building stood on the third ridge. 

The site of the fourth state house was unknown until early in 
1903, when, as before stated, it was located by the author. A 
few references to its predecessor occur in "T. M.'s" account 
of Bacon's Rebellion. This narrative, written thirty years after 
the above revolution, shows that the state house of 1 666-1 676 
was a two-story building. At the eastern end of the first story 
was an apartment used as the council chamber and for court 
house purposes. In the second story was the Assembly room of 
the House of Burgesses, "a long room." From the manner in 
which the "end of the state house " is referred to by " T. M.," 
it might appear that the building had but one free end. This 

* McDonald Papers, Vol. VII, pp. 372, 376. 

t/Mtf, pp. 385, 388. 

t Va. Land Pat. Records, Book VIII, p. 384. 
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accords with the plan of the fourth state house, the western end 
of which, as discovered by excavating its foundations, adjoined 
the easternmost of Philip LudwelFs three houses referred to 
below.* The Ludwell tract had an area of one and one-half 
acres, in the shape of an oblong rectangle, with its northern 
boundary "near the Pitch and Tarr Swamp." The patent 
shows that the northern and southern fronts of three houses, of 
which the tract contained the ruins, had collectively the same 
length, viz., three and three-fourths chains, f or one hundred and 
twenty-three and three-fourths feet, and about the same azimuth 
as the north and south boundary lines of the tract. 

In February, 1903. the earth overlying the walls found during 
the preceding month by probing on the crest of the third ridge 
where it seemed probable the ruins of the three houses men- 
tioned in the Ludwell patent of 1 694 had stood, was removed by 
the Association for the Preservation of Virginia Antiquities to 
depths of one to five feet, when the brick foundations of a for- 
mer row of buildings about two hundred and forty feet long by 
about twenty-four to forty-six feet wide, were disclosed. The 
foundations are on the highest part of the ridge where its eleva- 
tion is about two and one-half to three and one-half feet above 
great tides. The ground falls gently from the foundations to- 
wards the east, and the shapes of the contours indicate that the 
part of the ridge abraded by the waves sloped towards the 
western shore. 

The foundations are divided by heavy cross-walls intc five 
principal divisions. The main walls are about two feet thick, 
the cross-walls from fourteen inches to two feet. 

As above explained, the westernmost foundations belonged to 
the "Country House," those of the next three buildings to the 
ruins of Philip Ludwell's houses and the easternmost to the 
state house. All of the buildings except the state house were 
about forty feet square within the walls. A small proportion of 
the underpinning of the northernmost wall of the middle and 
eastern Ludwell houses is granite rubble. With the above ex- 

* Force 's Historical Tracts, Vol. I, p. 16. — Bacon's Rebellion. 
tThe chain used in the "James Citty " surveys was two poles, or 
thirty-three feet long. 
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ception the walls rest on a bed of mortar about two inches 
thick. On account of the base of the foundations being of 
different material, as above noted, and of the cross walls north 
of the middle main wall being out of line with those south of it, 
it is surmised that the northern halves of the two houses alluded 
to were constructed at a different period from the southern 
halves, possibly a later one. The inside dimensions of the ear- 
lier houses would, therefore, have been twenty by forty feet, 
thus according with the specifications contained in the statute of 
December, 1662, for rebuilding the town. 

The remains of several immense fire places are found in all of 
the buildings excepting the state house. The fire places are gen- 
erally about eight feet long between the jambs. One, in the 
southern half of the " Country House," is eight and a half feet 
long. The jambs project about three feet from the walls. 

The buildings appear to have been divided into apartments 
about twenty feet square by the fire places and heavy partition 
walls. 

The foundations of two of the partitions are T-shaped. It is 
conjectured that the spaces between the heads of the T's and the 
southern porches were approximately square halls, with a room 
at either end. The spaces between the T-heads and the middle 
main wall of either side of the stem of the T were probably uti- 
lized as lockers or closets. The obliquity of the T partition and 
also of the porch of the middle Ludwell house with reference to 
the main walls cannot be satisfactorily explained. It may have 
been the result of careless work of the builder, or it may indi- 
cate that the main walls belonged to buildings erected at different 
periods from the other parts referred to. The floors of several 
of the rooms were paved with brick, parts of the paving still 
remaining. 

Brick foundations of several porches projecting from the south- 
ern main wall indicate that the buildings faced the south. One 
of the porches adjoins the middle of the state house, two others 
the easternmost and middle Ludwell houses. They were about 
ten feet square inside. Their foundation walls are eighteen to 
twenty-two inches thick. At the eastern end of the middle Lud- 
well house are what appear to have been the foundations of an- 
other and smaller porch eight and one-half feet square inside 
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the walls. It may have belonged to a house erected prior to 
1665. 

Under the northern half of the westernmost Ludwell house 
was found a cellar, twenty by forty feet by about six feet deep, 
filled with the brick of fallen walls. The cellar is paved with 
brick. In the floor is a pit three and one half feet square by 
three feet deep, with brick-lined sides. Leading from the pit to 
what was apparently formerly a hole about a foot in diameter is 
a shallow drain. It is possible that the pit was for draining the 
cellar, but it is far more probable that it was a well. On the floor 
of the cellar were several sheets of melted lead, and among the 
brick debris were a ' ' sacar ' ' shot, also two bombshells — one of 
the calibre of a demi-culverin, the other of a sacar — and frag- 
ments of exploded shells. The above warlike relics may have 
been fired in 1676 from Bacon's trench near the north end of the 
isthmus. The cellar is entered by a flight of steps on its north- 
ern side. A pipe, scissors, steel sewing-thimble, copper candle- 
stick, ladies' riding-stirrup, and an old bottle, all of quaint and 
antique shapes, were found in the cellar. 

The bond of the brick work of the cellar walls is the same as 
that of the foundations and tower ruin of the brick church of 
1639-47 — viz., the so-called English bond. This bond is found 
in Flanders, Holland, and Rhenish Germany, from which coun- 
tries it appears to have been introduced into Great Britain.* Its 
employment at "James Towne" is probably to be accounted 
for by several of the residents of the town during its fourth de- 
cade being German or Dutch brickmakers and bricklayers. 

The "Country House" is separated from the Ludwell build- 
ings by an eighteen-inch party wall. Under its northern half 
was an unpaved cellar entered by a flight of steps on the north 
side similar to those of the Ludwell cellar. 

The foundations of the state house show that it was about sev- 
enty-four feet by twenty feet within the walls. It was divided by 
a fourteen-inch cross wall into two parts, one about forty-two, 
the other about thirty-one feet long. Projecting from the mid- 
dle of the north wall are foundations of a wing about fifteen 
feet square within the walls, referred to below. On each side ot 

* Encyclopedia Britannica, Vol. IV, page 461. 
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the wing is a projection which may have belonged to bay win- 
dows or fireplaces. If not to the latter, the state house prob- 
ably was not heated, as there are no other indications of fire- 
places in the building. 

The general plan of the state house, with its north wing and 
south porch, is symmetrical. 

From the original transcript of the Journal of the General As- 
sembly, held at Jamestown in May, 1684 * it is learned that 
during that session a committee consisting of " Coll Kendall — 
Capt: Fra: Page — Capt: Robinson — Coll" George Mason — Mr. 
Hen: Hartwell — Major Allen and Mr. Sherwood," was appointed 
to consider the rebuilding of the state house and to ascertain its 
cost. The committee was also instructed to submit with its re- 
port the proposals of any persons willing to perform the work. 
The committee acted promptly and its report t was as promptly 
approved by the House. The report was then submitted to the 
governor, who appointed Mr. Sherwood to draw up a contract 
"between his Exlncy & the Speaker in behalfe of the Generall 
Assembly and the Hon" 10 Coll Phillip Ludwell for the Rebuild- 
ing the state house." 

The only available data pertaining to the arrangement of the 
interior of the building are the allusions to it in "T. M.'s" 
account of Bacon's Rebellion, and the Journal of the General 
Assembly held at "James Citty" in November and December, 
1685, X quoted from above. 

During the above session the rebuilding of the state house 
was probably nearly completed, and it was ordered by the House 
"That Mr. Auditor Bacon pay to Col. Philip Ludwell fower 
hundred pounds sterling out of ye Moneys accruing from ye 
duty of three pence pr. gallon upon liquors, for and in consid- 
eration of rebuilding ye State House, upon payment of wch 

♦Colonial Record Book, Vol. 85, pp. 168-207, P. R. O., London, Eng- 
land. 

t Miss Ethel B. Sainsbury, of London, England, who examined and 
made transcripts of portions of the above documents for the author 
states that the committee's report does not appear in the files of the 
London P. R. O. 

J McDonald Papers, Vol. VII, p. 312, et seg. 
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money, Mr. Auditor is desired to take bond from Col. Ludwell 
for ye full compleating of ye House, in such manner as shall be 
fully satisfactory to his Excellency ye Council & ye House of 
Burgesses answerably good and equivalent to the condition of 
ye same."* 

From the same Journal of the Assembly it is learned that the 
Assembly room wherein the Burgesses met most probably occu- 
pied the entire second floor of the main building, and that ad- 
joining the Assembly room was a smaller apartment referred to as 
the porch room or porch chamber, which in the third state house 
had been used as the Secretary's office and as a repository of 
the colonial records. This room, as shown by the extracts from 
the Assembly Journal, was a bone of contention between the 
governor (Effingham) and the House, and no doubt had much 
to do with the subsequent persecution of Robert Beverley, 
Clerk of the Assembly. It is conjectured that the porch room 
was over the south porch. 

The chamber used for the double purpose of holding sessions 
of the Court and meetings of the Council was on the first floor — 
probably represented by the larger of the two divisions, the 
eastern, formed by the fourteen-inch cross wall. The smaller, 
or western, was used as a waiting-room for those having business 
at court. A part of the latter, at its western end, was cut off by 
a wooden petition in 1685 or 1686 for an office for the Secretary 
of State. It is likely that there was a wide hall in the first story 
connecting the south porch and the north wing, and as " T. M. " 
states that he saw the Council in session through the open door- 
way while on his way up to the Assembly, it seems likely that 
the hall contained the staircase. This position of the staircase, 
however, is purely conjectural. 

As the foundations of the north wing are but fourteen inches 
thick, they probably carried walls but one story high, which 
prior to 1686 may have belonged to the office of the clerk of the 
Assembly. 

Subjoined are extracts from the Journal of the Assembly in 
December, 1685, the authority for some of the foregoing deduc- 
tions: 

♦ Ibid, p. 366. 
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"Resolved by ye House, that ye room in ye state House, 
called ye Porch Chamber be kept and appropriated an office for 
ye Clk of ye Assbly and yt Robert Beverley* ye present Clerk 
take possession thereof and therein Lodge and place all Re- 
cords, Books and Papers, belonging to ye Assembly, wch either 
now are or for ye time to come shall be committed to his charge 
keeping or Custody. 

Ordered that this resolve of ye House be sent to his Excel- 
lency and ye Councel, with ye requests of this House for their 
concurrence therein. 

Proposed by ye House, yt ye lower room in the state House 
opposite to ye Court House room be with all possible expidition 
fitted for ye Secretaries Office, And this House doe pray his 
Excellency will please to command and direct ye doing thereof, 
and yt the Honble Col Ludwell be treated with about it 

Xber 4th 1685 

Signed by Order of ye House of Burgesses 

Robt Beverley, Clk Assbly" 

"Xber 8th 1685. 

By ye House of Burgesses 
To his Excellency and ye Council. 

This House having read and considered yr Exclies late answer 
to ye resolve of this House, appointing ye room called ye Porch 
room in ye State House for an office for their Clerk, and that ye 
lower room under ye Assembly room may be fitted, soe much 
thereof, as is necessary, for an office for Mr. Secretary, doe now 
again supplicate yr Excellency and ye Council, will please to 
concur with them therein, for although they doe acknowledge 
yt ye sd porch room att ye first building of ye State House was 
made use of for an office for ye Secretary, yet ye House of Bur- 
gesses whilst it soe remained, all along observed it, both incon- 
venient and incommodious to them whilst sitting; there being 
nothing spoken or proposed in ye House, that was not equally 
to be heard there, as wel as in ye Assembly room itselfe, besides 
ye same gave continuall opportunity to all sorts of psons to 

* Although this name is now spelled both with and without an e in the 
last syllable, the former style appears to have been that used by the 
above-mentioned person. 
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crowd before the Assembly room, under pretence of coming to 
ye Office. 

And this House doe again propose to your Excelcy & Honrs 
such part of ye room, under ye Assembly rooms, as is necessary 
for ye Secretaries office, wch by seeling ye Walls and raising ye 
floor will become as safe & commodious for preservation of ye 
Records, as its possible any other place can be made, wch they 
doubt not will soe appear to yr Excellency and ye Councel, to 
whom they submit ye manner of doing and directions thereof, 
and againe request ye acceptance thereof, to that purpose. 

Test Robert Beverley Cik Assbly. 

The following answer was ordered to be returned. 
By His Excellency & Council. 

Your reasons given for ye Porch room to remaine an office for 
your Clerk, have been considered and agreed to, upon condition 
his Majestys Secretary upon ye first notice given him, be content 
that his office shall be in ye lower room you propose wch is not 
in ye least to be doubted, and that you will provide, that a strong 
partition be made under ye second girder, att ye West end of ye 
said room, ye floor raised two foot from ye ground, ye walls 
ceeled, with sawen boards smoothd and battened, and ye Win- 
dows iron barred, and shutters or Window leaves, of half inch 
board with a crosse barr to each, with shelves, table & benches 
to be well done and compleatly finishd before ye next general 
court, att ye charge of ye Country, to be paid for ye next Gene- 
ral Assembly, and that you agree with some workman accord- 
ingly." 

It is interesting to note that Robert Beverley, who was the 
clerk of the Assembly in 1685, probably never occupied the 
porch chamber as an office, for by a letter from King James II, 
dated August 1, 1686, he was forever disqualified for holding 
office, the reason assigned for which in the letter being that he 
had "chiefly occasioned and promoted those disputes and con- 
tests " of the Assembly, in the stormy session of 1685. The 
King's letter also deprived the House of the privilege of electing 
its clerk, transferring to the governor authority to fill the posi- 
tion by appointment, and ordered Beverley's prosecution for 
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altering the records.* Beverley died shortly before April, 1687. 

By an order of the General Assembly there was to be placed 
a ' ' railing with rails and banisters of Locust or Cedar wood laid 
double in Oyle & and as close as may be ye forepart of ye State 
House, of convenient height & att convenient distance from ve 
House, "f The above is taken to mean that the railing was to 
be placed across the Assembly room to exclude spectators from 
the part of the hall appointed for sessions of the Burgesses. 

In uncovering the foundations it was discovered that nearly 
all of the brick of which the walls were composed and parts of 
those belonging to the foundations had been removed, also some 
of the brick paving. 

It is inferred from finding fragments of slate and tiles around 
the foundations that the roofs of the buildings were covered 
with those materials. They were specified in the statute of De- 
cember, 1662. 

The row of buildings was probably completed about 1666, 
burned in 1676, and partly rebuilt in 1685 and 1686. The re- 
mainder of the row was possibly rebuilt between 1694 and 1698. 
The buildings comprising it were destroyed in the fire of Octo- 
ber 31, 1698. 

The foregoing views as to the arrangement of rooms in the 
fourth state house are exhibited on the accompanying plate. 

During the fall and early winter of 1903 the association built 
up the foundations to the level of the ground with concrete and 
the walls of the cellars with the original brick. On account of 
the brick being very fragile the cellar walls were protected with 
cement plaster. 

From what has preceded it is evident that the " James Citty " 
state houses, although substantial, were not imposing structures. 
In the case of the first, third and fourth, they formed part of a 
row or block of buildings. 

It is not surprising that the colony, which a few years before 
the building of the fourth state house had a population of but 
50,000 to 60,000 free holders,! could not afford out of its pov- 

* Hening's Statutes, Vol. Ill, page 41. 
t McDonald Papers, Vol. VII, p. 397. 
X Sainsbury's Calendar of State Papers, Vol. 1 681- 1685. 
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erty and under its heavy burden of taxation, to have any better 
public buildings. The annual allowances of Culpeper as gover- 
nor in 1681, alone, drained the colony of 2,150 pounds sterl- 
ing,* which, with the perquisite of five hundred pounds sterling 
for house rent, reduced to present values, aggregated about 
f50,ooo. 

Recurring to the Journal of the General Assembly of 1685, 
it contains a resolution of the House of Burgesses providing for 
building a prison, not concurred in by the governor and Coun- 
cil, t A prison was probably erected after the completion of 
the fourth state house, for one was burned in the fire of Octo- 
ber, 1698. X 

The last meeting of the Assembly at "James Citty " was held 
in April, 1699, in some building unknown. At the above ses- 
sion an act was passed for removing the seat of government to 
Williamsburg. In the four succeeding years the college of Wil- 
liam and Mary was used as the state house. In 1705 the capitol 
building at Williamsburg was completed. It was occupied un- 
til burned about 1747. The college was again used as a state 
house until the capitol was rebuilt in 1755. By 1779, the centre 
of population having moved westward, Williamsburg was no 
longer well adapted as a point for assembling the legislature. 
For the above reason principally, and also on account of its be- 
ing thought that the place was rendered unsafe by the then ex- 
isting state of war, it was decided by an act of assembly passed 
in the above year to transfer the seat of government to Rich- 
mond, which statute went into effect in 1780. 

THE TURF AND BRICK FORTS. 

The earliest fort of the settlers, called by them "James 
Forte," as previously shown, was probably situated on the 
river bank, at the upper extremity of the fourth ridge. 

From the description of "James Citty," previously alluded to, 
written by the Rev. John Clayton in 1688, || about two years 
after his return to England, it appears that during his residence 

* TAe Present State of Virginia, p. 31, Hartwell, Chilton and Blair. 

t McDonald Papers, Vol. VII, p. 356. 

\ Present State of Virginia, p. 25, Hugh Jones, A. M. 

|| Force's Historical Tracts, Vol. III. 
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at "James Citty," from 1684 to 1686, there was in the town an 
old dismantled earth work, quadrangular in plan, "with some- 
thing like Bastions at the four corners." In a grant to Henry 
Hartwell in 1689,* the western line of his tract is described as 
' ' passing along by ye angular points of ye trench which faceth 
two of ye Eastern Bastions of an old ruined turf fort." The 
above quotations undoubtedly refer to the same fort. 

The Hartwell tract being accurately located, the approximate 
position of the fort was ascertained. According to Mr. Clay- 
ton's letter, the fort was dismantled before 1684. No mark or 
vestige of it remains above ground. There is apparently no in- 
formation available as to when it was constructed. As the land 
on which it was situated was patented to Captain Ralph Hamor 
in 1624, the time of its construction must have been subsequent 
to that year, or to that of his death, 1626, on the nth of Octo- 
ber of which year his will was probated and his widow, Eliza- 
beth, qualified as administratrix.! 

It is possible that the turf fort was the one referred to by Bev- 
erley, as follows: "The news of this plot (the Birkenhead con- 
spiracy in September, 1663,) being transmitted to King Charles 
the second, his Majesty sent his royal commands to build a fort 
at James town, for security of the governor, and to be a curb 
upon all such traitorous attempts for the future. But the coun- 
try, thinking all danger over, only raised a battery of some small 
pieces of cannon. "J 

In the account of the town by Mr. Richard Randolph in 
i837,|| it is stated in substance that some of the walls and mounds 
of the ancient fort still remained, that a few hundred yards to 
the right of the fort stood the building reputed to have been a 
powder magazine, and that a part of the fort had been destroyed 
by the encroachments of the river. 

It appears from what follows that the fort referred to by Ran- 
dolph was the last erected at "James Citty." The site of the 
former "magazine" is shown on the map. 

*Va. Land Pat. Records, Book VII, p. 701. 

t Transcripts Robinson, MSS., p. 159. 

t History of the Present State of Virginia, p. 56. 

|| Southern Literary Messenger, Vol. Ill, pp. 303, 304. 
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It is assumed that, in making his observations, Mr. Randolph 
faced the river, the fort being down stream from, or below the 
magazine. If the distance between the two structures had been 
several hundred yards, as given by him, the site of the fort 
would now be in the deep water opposite the Confederate fort of 
1 86 1. This would involve an extensive change of position of 
the deep channel since 1837, which palpably would be impossi- 
ble, for, as has been pointed out, the channel of James river at 
Jamestown Island is very stable, and no marked changes of its 
position or depth occur, even in centuries. It is, therefore, be- 
lieved that Mr. Randolph meant feet, and not yards, or it is 
possible that the word yards is a typographic error. 

The distance between the shore lines of 1837 and 1891, near 
the uppermost of the four jetties marked "a" on map, three 
hundred and twenty feet below the reputed magazine, is found 
approximately by using the average annual rates of abrasion of 
two and four feet, previously determined, to have been one hun- 
dred and ninety feet. The shore of 1891 was accurately located 
in that year. In 1896 it was cut back about seventy feet to bring 
it to a fair line for receiving protection work. Since 1896 the 
recession of the bank has been very slight at the locality referred 
to. When viewed by Mr. Randolph, therefore, the shore was 
about two hundred and sixty feet further west than at present, 
and some of the mounds of the fort were then standing. At 
from two hundred to three hundred and fifty feet off shore, 
where, according to the above deductions, the fort would have 
stood, are what appear to be masses of masonry submerged 
from one and one-half to two and one-half feet below low water. 
The debris lies in what would be the extension of the "little 
vale" between the third and fourth ridges, from three hundred 
and fifty to four hundred and fifty feet to the left of the reputed 
magazine, with the observer facing the river, thus agreeing fairly 
well with Mr. Randolph's estimate of distance, amended as 
above suggested. 

From Mr. Clayton's description of "James Citty," before re- 
ferred to, it is learned that the brick fort was crescent- shaped, 
that a brick wall formed a part of it, probably one of its faces to 
retain encompassing earthworks, or mounds, as Mr. Randolph 
styles them, and that it was situated at the beginning of the 
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swamp, above the town, where the channel was very near the 
shore. 

According to Mr. Clayton also, on account of being in a vale 
and having its guns pointed down stream, its shot intended for 
an enemy's fleet would have lodged in the bank below, which 
was at a higher elevation than the fort, and from ten to forty 
yards distant. The bank which would have received the shot 
from the fort's guns was the former head of the fourth ridge, 
which formed the eastern boundary of the " little vale." 

In September, 1667, an act of Assembly was passed* for build- 
ing rive forts, one of which was to beat " James Citty." Its 
walls were to be of brick, ten feet high, and the part facing the 
river ten feet thick. The fort, according to the above act, was 
to have an armament of eight great guns; according to another 
authority, it was to mount fourteen guns, t The above act un- 
doubtedly refers to the brick fort. The contractors for building 
the fort were Major Theophilus Hone, Colonel William Drum- 
mond, and Colonel Matthew Page. The funds for its construc- 
tion do not appear to have been raised as late as September, 
1672.J Between 1672 and 1676 a peremptory order was issued 
by the court requiring the surviving contractors for the fort, 
Hone and Drummond, to forthwith complete its construction, 
and providing that no further payment should be made until the 
work was cornpleted.§ 

As has been shown, the channel opposite the site of the for- 
mer turf fort is about twice as far from the shore as it is three 
hundred yards above the tower ruin, or about where the brick 
fort stood. This coincides with Mr. Clayton's statement that 
opposite the turf fort the channel was nearer the middle of the 
river than off the brick fort. || 

From what has preceded it is evident that the fort referred to 
by Mr. Randolph w*s the brick fort described by Mr. Clayton, 
that it was situated in the extension of the depression between 

* Hening's Statutes, Vol. II, pp. 255-257. 

t McDonald Papers, Vol. V, p. 4. 

X Hening's Statutes, Vol. II, pp. 293, 294. 

\ Robinson's Transcripts, General Court Records, 1670-1676, p. 149. 

|| Force's Historical Tracts, Vol. III. 
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the third and fourth ridges, and that the masonry debris now 
lying under water off the uppermost of the four jetties now 
marked " a " on chart are most probably parts of its wall, 
which it was proposed to make ten feet high and ten feet thick. 

From Mr. Clayton's allusion to the relative positions of the 
brick and turf forts, with reference to that of the town, " but it 
is the same as if a Fort were built at Chelsea to secure London 
from being taken by shipping," and " There was indeed an old 
Fort of Earth in the town," it is apparent that in 1684 and 1686 
the town, or at least the greater part of it, was below the brick 
fort. This agrees with available information, for in 1694 the 
only buildings known to have been standing on the third ridge 
were the ' ' Country House ' ' and the state house. It is probable 
that the building reputed to have been a magazine was also 
standing and possibly one or two dwelling houses. There are 
no signs of house foundations on the ridges above the third 
ridge. 



' ' James Citty, ' ' in its best days, was little more than a strag- 
gling hamlet, holding besides a church and a few unostentatious 
public buildings, hardly ever more than a score of dwellings, 
and a larger permanent population than one hundred souls. It 
was the foreshore on which the inrolling waves of immigration, 
on their way up the " Greate River," first broke. Its life, a 
feverish one, whose term was less than a century, terminated 
two centuries ago. Attempts to encourage the growth of the 
town by offering land bounties to those who should erect brick 
dwellings, as well as enactments and re-enactments making it 
the sole port of entry for the colony, failed signally to raise it to 
a place of any proportions, and after being twice lifted from its 
ashes, it succumbed under a third conflagration and was left 
prone. The town must have been held in disfavor, and avoided 
as a place of residence by many of the. early colonists, on ac- 
count of a well-earned reputation of being " insalubritious " in 
summer. The period of its life was not propitious for town 
building, as the principal efforts of the colonists were then de- 
voted to agriculture, particularly tobacco raising. 
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Few relics of the old town mark its site, but its name is im- 
perishable. Its requiem is unceasing sung in the rhythmic 
surgings of the " King's River." 

APPENDIX. 

AN ABRIDGED DESCRIPTION OF THE METHOD EMPLOYED IN 
LOCATING "THE NEW TOWNE," FROM THE VIRGINIA LAND 
PATENT RECORDS. 

The following patents were used for locating "the New 
Towne: " 

(i) John Pott, " Doctr. of Physicke," for three acres " in the 
new Towne," dated August n, 1624. 

(2) Same grantee, for 12 acres, including the above three 
acres, dated September 20, 1628. 

(3) John Phips, for 120 acres, "part thereof in James Citye's 
liberties," dated February 23, 1656. This patent includes 12 
acres "formerly granted by patent unto Dr. John Pott." 

(4) John Knowles, for 133 acres, 35 9-10 chains, " part within 
and part without the liberties of the said city," dated May 6, 
1665. 

The tract covered by this patent includes the above 120 acres 
purchased from John Phips; 3 acres 44 37-100 chains, also pur- 
chased from said Phips; and 9 acres 71 53-100 chains, "due for 
transportation for one person." 

(5) William Sherwood, for 308 acres in James City and James 
City Island, dated April 20, 1694. 

The Sherwood tract included 3^ acres "purchased by him 
the said Wm. Sherwood of John Page Esqr; " 1 acre (see (9) be- 
low); 133 acres 35 9-10 chains "being heretofore granted by 
patent dated the 6th day of May 1665 to one John Knowles; " 
28 yi acres "granted by patent dated the 4th day of October, 
1656, to one John Bauldwin;" and the remainder, "being for- 
merly granted to Richard James by patent dated the 5th day of 
June, 1657." 

(6) Henry Hartwell, for 2 acres, 1 rood, 24 1-10 poles, dated 
April 20, 1689. 

(7) Richard Holder, in "James Citty," for 8 acres, 1 rood, 
5 poles, dated January 28, 1672. 
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(8) Wm. Edwards, Jr., for 127 poles in James City, dated 
October 15, 1698. 

(9) William Sherwood, for one acre of land * * * "in 
James Citty on which formerly stood the brick house formerly 
called the Country house," etc., dated April 23, 1681. 

The tracts represented by the patents are shown on the ac- 
companying " Plat of the Tracts. " They were connected by 
means of their common boundaries, as follows : 

( 1) The northern boundary of the Pott tract, (2) line 31-32, 
is also one of the lines of the Phips (3) survey. 

(2) The line 31-32 is also common to Phips (3) and Knowles 
(4), and the line 31-33 of Knowles is a part of the line 31-27, 
of Pott. 

(3) The lines 4-1 1, 11-ioand 10-9 are common to Knowles 
(4) and Sherwood (5). 

(4) The lines 4-1 1, 11-10 and 10-9 are also common to Sher- 
wood (5) and Sherwood (9). 

(5) Lines 11-ioand 10-9 of Hartwell are common to Sher- 
wood (5), Sherwood (9) and Knowles (4), and Hartwell 36-11 
forms part of line 4-1 1 of each of the above tracts, (5) and (9). 

(6) Line 19-20 Hartwell (6) differs i^°in azimuth from the 
line 19-26 of Holder (7). The length of the line 19-20, how- 
ever, being but $i}4 feet, the above difference of azimuth would 
change the position of the point 20 but one foot, a too insignifi- 
cant difference to be considered in a compass survey. Hart- 
well's patent reads for the course 17-19, "buts on the land now 
or late of holder." It also reads for line 19-20, " thence along 
holder," showing that the above line is a part of Holder's wes- 
tern boundary. 

(7) The azimuth of the line 19-26 of Holder (6) is the same 
as line 21-26 of Edwards (8). The length of the above line for 
the Edwards tract, however, is shorter. The south end of the 
above eastern boundary of the Edwards tract (8) is described as 
being "at ye mouth of ye Orchard Run on James River," and 
the same end of the line for the Holder tract is described as be- 
ing "at high water mark on James River side at the mouth of a 
small run entering thereinto." The runs are undoubtedly one 
and the same. 

The patents show that Orchard Run was on the south bank of 
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the island. As there is but one stream entering the river on that 
bank that could be designated a run, it was readily identified. 

The descriptions in the patents furnish some other data as to 
the names of owners of adjacent land, which further confirm 
several of the above determinations. 

Several errors were discovered in the survey notes of the 
transcripts of the patents above referred to and, until they were 
located and corrected, it was found to be impracticable to plat 
the tracts. The errors were those of the surveyor and of the 
scrivener who transcribed the patents. They comprise princi- 
pally the reading of the south end of the needle by the sur- 
veyor, and in transcribing, misplacing the decimal point in 
the length of a course given in figures, and entering azimuths 
incorrectly. 

In one of the patents, (Sherwood 9), the azimuth of every 
course of the survey is reversed. The last named tract might 
be omitted from the plat, as it only serves the purpose of con- 
firming the junction of three other tracts, Knowles (4), Sher- 
wood (5) and Hartwell (6), which is well established. 

All of the foregoing tracts being platted, the point 26 was su- 
perposed on the mouth of Orchard Run, previously identified 
and located on a modern map, and the map as made up from 
ancient patents rotated around point 26 until its magnetic merid- 
ian had a western declination of 6J^ degrees.* It was then 
found that point 1 of Sherwood (5) fell on the south side of the 
branch of "Pitch and Tarr Swamp," thus agreeing with the 
description in the patent record for Sherwood (5). Another 
point of Sherwood (5) near its eastern end, omitted from the ac- 
companying plat — as by including it the map would have been 
made too large — falls within thirty-five feet of where the de- 
scription places it, viz., on the edge of a great marsh on Back 
River. 
A causeway across the swamp before referred to, being prob- 

*The magnetic declination at "James Citty" about the middle of the 
seventeenth century was probably six or seven degrees west. There 
are no data prior to 1694 for any better than a rough approximation. 
Six and a half degrees appears to be close enough for the class of sur- 
veys to which it is here applied. 



132 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 

ably the bridge given as a witness mark in the Knowles patent 
(4) being found very near the point indicated by that patent also 
confirms the location of "the New Towne" as exhibited on the 
map. 

The south line of the Pott tract 27-28, (1) and that of Phips 
(3) fix the position and direction of Back Street. The southern 
boundaries of tracts of Hartwell (6), Holder (7) and Edwards 
(8), fix the positions of parts of the southern bank of the island 
for the seventeenth century, which is thereby found to conform 
closely to that of to-day, thus showing that it has not been 
abraded to any extent by the waves. This is as it should be, 
for the part of the island shore immediately below the present 
wharf has not been greatly exposed to wave action. The an- 
cient south shore of the island and the positions of the Pott 
tracts and the Back Street being established, the Ralph Hamor 
tract was platted by its dimensions given in the patent records.* 
Its position was then approximately arrived at by finding by 
trial the place on the chart where the length of the tract would 
fit in between the Back Street and the ' ' highway along the 
banke of the Main River." 

The area of the plat of John Harvey f being given, also its 
northern boundary, Back Street, its eastern boundary "the 
Swamp lying on the East side of the said New Towne," its 
southern boundary, "upon the highway close to the banke of 
the Main river," the approximate position of the tract was ascer- 
tained after several trials. 

From the descriptions of the Harvey and Hamor tracts the 
position of those of George Menefy J and Richard Stephens,! 
and also those of the two cross streets, all of which are men- 
tioned in the descriptions of the two first named, were readily 
found, and finally the tract of John Chew,|| all as shown on the 
"Map of lames Citty, Va., 1607-1698." 

N. B. — Lines indicated on the " Plat of the Tracts " by num- 
bers 1, 2, 3, 4, 11, 10, 9, are part of Sherwood (5) survey. 

* Va. Land Pat. Record, Book I, p. 3. 

t Ibid, Book I, p. 5. % Ibid, Book I, p. 4. 

I Ibid, Book I, p. 1. || Ibid, Book I, p. 7. 
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Lines indicated by numbers 9, 10, 11, 4, 5. 37, 33, 31, 32, are 
part of Knowles (4) survey. 

Lines indicated by numbers 28, 34, 35, are part of Phips 
(3) survey. 

The dwellings of Knowles, later Sherwood's, of Col. White, 
later Henry Hartwell's, also that of John Phips, although having 
no connection with the matter of locating the " New Towne," 
are shown on the plate, on account of being interesting features. 
Their positions were determined from references to them in the 
patents. 

By comparing the " Plat " with the " Map of ' lames Citty'," 
especially the Pott and Holder tracts, the relation of the two 
plates will be apparent. 

" Back Street" appears to have lost its name before 1656. as 
Phips* patent of that year, although following its lines, does not 
refer to it by name. Charlestown's (Boston) " Back Street," 
dating from very early colonial times, survives under its original 
name. 

ERRATA. 

Vol. XI, No. 3: 

Page 260, lines 25 and 26, "Sir Francis Wyatt's first admin- 
istration" should read "Sir Thomas Gates' term." 

Map of "lames Citty," on John White plat, "1643" should 
be " 1644." 

Index to Map of " lames Citty," reference 7, insert at begin- 
ning of line the words "Site of." 

Ditto, reference 12, change " 1643" at end of line to "1644." 
Page 269. line 7, change "erosion" to "rate." 
Page 270, line 6, change " 1643" to " 1644." 
Page 272, line 10, change the comma after ' ' vessels " to an 
apostrophe. 

Page 272, lines 28 and 29, bracket the phrase "during Sir 
Thomas Smith's administration." 

Vol. XI, No. 4 : 

Page 396, line 13, insert "a" at beginning of the line. 
Page 412, line 30, change "is" to "in." 



